


This intro-

duction to autism will provide general 
knowledge about autism spectrum disorders, 
offering a parent/practitioner’s perspective 
describing how autism impacts living and 
learning. The main issues related to autism 
including the development of language and 
communication, socializations, and sensory 
considerations will be discussed. This day is 
designed for participants with limited 
knowledge in the area of autism of for those 
who would like a refresher in autism. Current 
resources and educational approaches will be 
shared. 

This day will focus on conducting 

quality educational evaluations for students 
suspected of having autism. Differences 
between the medical diagnosis and educa-
tional impairment will be presented along 
with creating a comprehensive IEP team to 
conduct exceptional evaluations. Additional-
ly, instruction will be provided related to 
creating IEP’s and addressing challenging 
behaviors through completion of Functional 
Behavioral Assessments for students with 
autism spectrum disorders. Ideas to ad-
dress challenging behaviors will be shared 
as well. 
  

This day will focus on Evidence-

Based Practices and resources that are availa-
ble to educators, parents, and anyone in the 
community interested in learning about autism 
or how to work with individuals with autism 
spectrum disorders. Currently there are over 
30 Evidence-Based Practices that are available 
for FREE  to anyone for professional develop-
ment purposes. This day will provide partici-
pants with an opportunity to review these re-
sources and learn how to navigate the learn-
ing interests. A student panel of teenage stu-
dents with autism spectrum disorders will be 
available to share their stories and answer 
audience questions on this day. 

The 

emphasis on this day will be use of Peer Sup-
ports to support the socialization and aca-
demic learning of students with autism spec-
trum disorders. Current research related to 
Peer Supports will be shared along with prac-
tical implementation examples from the Bon-
duel School District’s involvement in the Na-
tional Professional Development Center on 
Autism Spectrum Disorders project. Guests 
from other districts implementing Peer Sup-
port programs may be available as well. As-
sistive Technology for students with autism 
will be discussed and shared. From iPads, 
iPods, Kindles, laptop computers, to Smart 
Pens, come learn about the many ways that 
technology can be used effectively for stu-
dents with autism. 


